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In 1973, if you wanted a
Honda CB500 you'd hardly
go for an ltalian copy. But is
Benelli's 500 a better classic?
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HOMDA CB500 v BEMELLI 500 QUATTRO

Aibs "n" fini all over. 8% the meu‘r

34

Vi, wunll, At oot
it I5 the period

Benelli 500 Quattro

With iy aggressive, linging
ELHNCE, the I.,EI||.|I|r|| sy more
impasing than the CRS00 ansd feck
differerst om the road. ls sieering is
muich less neurral aid the q.ll."-u"\.l'\.
r|II|.'|'l|."\. IMEIrE ASKRETTIVESY AP -OOITeTs —
ibly the effeet of its differem
bock C=ulielry arul e Tromir gvre

(R

Uhere 1 i reason why this 300 feels
|'||_i.:: Bierselbi useed 750 S ovele pars eo
burnedly creage a mid-ramger afrer
T es vbside E¥oc Tormado twin

Chnce acclimurised, 1 fimil ihe
radhaldmp is sound. | can crank
Frrits I I'\'I'III I'l I.'.'II II II'l_r|_'||_'||||IL YETVE.
The Talian four has a mere iyl T
feel than the TR and ks stronger
Frownt bivakivee feoni thie Breimbo

systern, which has am iron dise in plce
of Homda's appearance-conscioos
stainfess roanr, .JIIHI:-\.\.|III' :'-.||;||:-|| sl
18 saghihy coarser m the lower and

[ II||I."I' i ||I|'i ] IIII_'I'

Tl:;_.'\.llll' hefimviogr aimd e (RIRITFTR B Y
is very like the Honda's, It's no
1LI'|I|'i$.| A TH e pwin CHTRE sHan bawre
anid serake dimmensiong and have gee
ware basw archnoctune p|.||r| haring
crankshahs cemral cham-drive sifjele
inerheail camshabs; inverred-toark
PEamAry |.'|I.I||'|-|; aid Wit limph
|labricamon. Some service irems, like
the all filer et pr, are acnz:lly
imerchangeahle.

Ihe Benelli engine = made by Moo
Cinerd, whach hail dlso boen dcouired
by dbe Tomas (1972 = hascvlinds
Friting ity anguiar than the

Bl [T

The uae of black i the
g SN & typicod
Seventies. Car

including Lancls and
Ford were expecially
fand of thii trecmest,
De Tomaso gow, And
e mened Hanpll and

Homdas. The Benelli alsn has
distiticie, Fhinal sambox md-ca s,
ind nhbing borhi an me chireh cover
arul its rear brake backplate.
|I!I:|.'|l."\-l||I|.'.,i|I e Benelli's lobeh calse
eniters the cramkcase honzoatally = i
enbis vert ol on the RS0,

I place ol the Homidas Keibin
ol =alide carburertars, the Benelli
Fuaics fomi B Pemfbaead | 2efH bt oof
the samie size (22mm), while ies searmer
mnskir el albomnatar are by Boach.

The framees are of similis |.|.||||II
though the Bemelli doesn't have the
bty |I|J|.I'I|: Jscfiwaie th sk vrig b
that the CES00 shares with the
S, The rear umils are by Sebac;
with five |'||'||:-\.I|.| RETTHjEN, d% O Ehe
Humnala, D Tomaso's car indusiry
Fria L!lll il = ey wlend 1 ‘_|l|_- tremcly
SEVEMIEs Fir L'\.JI.:l' civamencs, The
umisnal Focl tank and massive sde
panel are shared with the CRTED




Alchausgh che niding passnare =

sh bars arsl

cenmnbortabde, with haghi
e nresis sifn |. oty 1w A& v il

[RILTITR Ty e sz ar TO&E, THERE 18

alw AW a BENSICION OF DEIE On Cp ad

the sean’s Firm padimg, rather than
setirine miae . AHCT o Faie e e

wisdprins are haed oo voir limss, B

githerveese the Haomda s well I EHEAED

indd wser Friendly wich usebal mmreors,
straiphtforward swikctpear, reliabl

sl ientases asiild d haialils |l il pral

rail which |||-||... VA IV ENIOITR

bike's weighe wien von're usng the

maln #amnek

Senmie way il the day s ridhinig iy

vgcuared 1 me thar pearchamses were

Crisp aned clea
evident with some Himoda genrbioices
it clureh sl tiscreasitgly vt

gl ol 1 PrisieT Wtk TR o

withoat the nntchiness

lazed, The bike's owner Richard
Wk was ¢
ap=ilogetic about 1fis, but he needn't

beear hornsa|E ppd if's o know WAk

earky distressed and

al the CEA0D, schich = arherwise s
Fvwiard for reliahilioy. A sew cloich
operaring mechanism on the 1575
CBS50 models cHectnd @ cure

[ hse engrall sy (TTLEE] sl ued

fomir & | I"I-! FUTHECTSSOT |'1.| I\."'"'

s LT

Richinrd Wakbam
with the Honsla

fie Pz Ewnad far
o gl bed Oy

atenrarions tham the CRTS

The CASE frumpset syl ailenoers
wiire (el B Ail atrer warker Lis
Ty, d il chese were in .[‘l:'|'||. T CUITL,
by BSAS Caade] Star,

Eichard ackmewledpes that the
pen-stmaping o0 his | ank may nog b
dizad-on v '|._|||.|: hux evers s b by
sooope] WIMC comcours awands with
this nicely restored Hooda. He boogts
it i lake Sevieniies. Aloee 18
months it was off the road and sayved

e weay fow 23 years, awamng the
new fourpipe exhanst sysiem thai
Bscharred never had spane cashi e b
the ™imstries, & redieslarcy VI
apurred him om

T'm glad | Sid i then, becayse somi
pares are reakly dr
Fichard, @ Ho
regently immmed o CRE K L3

TG U M SAYS

ii=ligwe fosir Fan whio

it 0¢ 33



HONDA CB500 FOUR v BENELLI 500 QUATTRO
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HONDA CB500 FOUR v BENELLI 500 QUATTROD
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